ARIZONA, CALIFORNIA, HAWAII AND NEVADA STATE COURT

CASE INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET
More and more State Courts in the States we handle are making their Case Indexes, Dockets, and other case-specific information available for free on the Internet.  This memo gives links to these Courts and describes what each Court has made available.

ARIZONA
The Arizona Supreme Court
The Arizona Supreme Court's opinions are at http://supreme.state.az.us/opin/ and its recent minutes are at http://www.supreme.state.az.us/clerk/Minutes.htm.  Among other orders, the minutes indicate the Court's decisions about accepting or declining cases for review.

The Arizona Court of Appeal
The Court of Appeal in Arizona has two divisions. 

Division 1

Division 1 sits in Phoenix and handles appeals for the northern part of the state (Maricopa, Yuma, La Paz, Mohave, Coconino, Yavapai, Navajo and Apache Counties).  Division 1's website, http://www.cofad1.state.az.us/ has a database of its Opinions and a database of dockets for its pending cases.

To search the Opinions database, click on the "Search All Opinions" selection on the drop down menu under the "Opinions" button.

To search the Docket database, click on the "Search Active Cases" selection on the drop down menu under the "Search" button.

Or you can search both databases simultaneously using the "Search Engine" under the "Tools & Site Index" button.  If you are looking for a recently decided case, this Search Engine will give you links to both the opinion and to the Docket information for the case.

The Search Engine checks all the Opinions and Dockets for the word or number you ask it to search for.  Consequently, you can search for cases using party names, the trial court case number, keyword or any other word or number that is in the Opinion or the Docket.  For example, if you search for the word, "escrow", you'll get a list of all the Opinions and Dockets that have the word, "escrow", in them. 

Division 2

Division 2 sits in Tucson and handles appeals from the southern part of the state (Pima, Pinal, Cochise, Santa Cruz, Greenlee, Graham and Gila Counties).  

Its website, http://www.apltwo.ct.state.az.us/, has a list of its "Recent Opinions" with the most recent opinions first.  You can scroll down the list looking for the case you're interested in, or you can use the "Find (on This Page)" feature on the Edit menu on the top toolbar to search for party names or the appellate case number.

The site also has a "Case Information" Index about pending appeals, which links you to the Docket for the case you're interested in.  You search this by party name or by the appellate or trial court case numbers, using the "Find (on This Page)" feature.

Maricopa County Superior Court

At http://www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/newdocket/docketformmain.asp, the Superior Court in Phoenix has a combined Case Index and Docket for Civil, Criminal, Traffic, Probate and Family Law cases.  You search it by party names or case number.

Pima County Superior Court

The Superior Court Clerk in Tucson has a combined Case Index and Docket at http://www.cosc.co.pima.az.us/record_search/.  It includes Civil, Probate, and Family Law cases, but not Criminal cases.  You search by party name or case number.

Pima County Justice Courts

Tucson's Justice Courts have their Case Indexes and Dockets for their Civil, Criminal and Traffic cases at http://iissvr.jp.co.pima.az.us/webinfo/findCase.asp.  Arizona Justice Courts handle Civil cases up to $10,000.  You search by party name or case number. 

CALIFORNIA
The California Supreme Court

The Supreme Court's site, http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/courts/supreme/, does not have a Case Index or Dockets, but it does have the Court's opinions, calendars, minutes, weekly summaries and lists of the cases that the Court has accepted or denied for hearing in the last two weeks.
The California Courts of Appeal 

For years, the Courts of Appeals have been posting their published decisions at http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/opinions/.  Their unpublished decisions, filed after October 1, 2001, are now available too: http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/opinions/nonpub.htm.

The Courts of Appeal also have a Case Information System at http://appellateCases.courtinfo.ca.gov/index.html that tells you about pending appeals.
You search for case information by the trial or appellate case numbers, by case caption, by attorney names, party names, or by calendar dates. Docket entries are included. 
You can also receive e-mail notification from the Court of specific case activity that you're interested in by providing the case number and your e-mail address.  For example, you can ask to be notified when briefs are filed or when the Court files its opinion.  You don't have to be a party to receive these e-mails.  Even better, the parties aren't told that you're receiving them.
The California Trial Courts
Between 1998 and early 2001, California's Municipal and Justice Courts were consolidated into the Superior Courts of each County. As a result, the Superior Court websites are now the only trial court websites in California. 
The Superior Courts in California's 58 counties all have websites.  A portal to them all is at http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/courts/trial/.

Most of these sites have calendar information and tentative rulings.  A few (e.g. San Diego and Santa Clara) have complex civil litigation case information on their sites, but no case-specific information about ordinary cases.  Only 10 of the 58 Courts have their Case Index and/or Dockets available for free on their websites.
The number of Courts that provide Internet access to their records will undoubtedly mushroom in the next year or two because of new Rules that the Judicial Council adopted at its meeting on December 18, 2001.  The new Rules (California Rules of Court 2070 - 2076) will go into effect on July 1, 2002.  For a copy of the Rules, see: http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/rules/reports/documents/rules06.pdf 
The Rules do not require Courts to maintain any records electronically, but if a Court does so, the Court must provide Internet access to the following types of electronic records to the extent feasible: 

· Case Indexes, Calendars and the Register of Actions for all types of cases; and 

· All electronic records in Civil cases.

The "Case Index" is described in California Government Code Section 69842:

"69842.  The clerk of the superior court shall keep such indexes as will insure ready reference to any action or proceeding filed in the court.  There shall be separate indexes of plaintiffs and defendants in civil actions and of defendants in Criminal actions.  The name of each plaintiff and defendant shall be indexed and there shall appear opposite each name indexed the number of the action or proceeding and the name or names of the adverse litigant or litigants."

The "Register of Actions" is the Docket described in California Government Code Section 69845:

"69845. The clerk of the superior court may keep a register of actions in which shall be entered the title of each cause, with the date of its commencement and a memorandum of every subsequent proceeding in the action with its date."

Besides the Index, Calendar and Register, the only other records a Court has about a case are the documents in the Court file (e.g., pleadings, orders, and minutes).  

So if a Court maintains electronic copies of the Court file documents for a Civil case, the new Rules require the Court to provide Internet access to those documents.  As we'll see, so far only two California Courts have electronic copies of their Court file documents on the Internet.  

Though Case Indexes, Calendars and the Register of Actions for all types of cases must be put on the Internet, the Rules prohibit Courts from putting any other records on the Internet from:

· Family law, 

· Juvenile, 

· Guardianship or conservatorship,
· Mental health,
· Criminal, or 

· Civil harassment cases.
The Rules let Courts charge for the cost of providing public access to their electronic records.  A few Courts are already selling access to their electronic case information over the Internet (e.g., Riverside and Contra Costa) or on Compact Disk (e.g., Orange and San Diego).
The 10 Courts that currently have free Case Index and/or Register of Action information available for ordinary cases are discussed below.
Alameda County Superior Court 

The Oakland Court's "DomainWeb" system, http://www.co.alameda.ca.us/cgi-forte/fortecgi.exe?ServiceName=DomainWebService&TemplateName=index.html, has the Register of Actions for each Civil case, and imaged copies of all pleadings, minutes, orders and tentative rulings.  In effect, the entire Civil Court file is available on-line.

The system does not have Family Law, Probate or Criminal cases.
To open the imaged documents, you have to download Java Runtime 1.3 from the Court's website.
This system has two drawbacks.
First, you need a case number to access the system.  The Court's Case Index isn't on-line so you can't use a party's name to find the case number. Since we have Westlaw here, you can run party names on Westlaw to obtain the case number.  I'll talk about using Westlaw to do this later on in this memo.
Second, the imaged documents on this site are hard to view and print.  I tried on four computers here in the office.  Two computers wouldn't let me view or print the documents at all.  The other two let me view the documents, but couldn't print them.
On the other hand, I was able to view and print these documents on my home computer.  If anyone figures out how to work with these documents here at the office, I'd welcome enlightenment. 
Fresno County Superior Court 

Fresno uses a combined Case Index and Docket information system called "Banner CourtConnect": http://banweb.fresno.ca.gov/plsql/ck_public_qry_main.cp_main_idx.  The Courts in Solano County and in Reno also use this system. 
The system has Civil, Family Law, Probate and Small Claims cases, but not Criminal cases. You search for case information by party names or case number. 

Los Angeles County Superior Court 

This Court's Register of Actions is available for Civil cases at http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/civilCaseSummary/index.asp?CaseType=Civil, 
This Register includes all Civil cases, including Small Claims, from all districts in L.A. County, except the Van Nuys Court's general jurisdiction cases filed before January 8, 2001.
This Register does not include Criminal, Family Law, Probate, Juvenile or traffic cases. 
You need the case number to access the Register.  The Court hasn't put its Case Index on-line so you can't use a party's name to obtain the case number, but you can run the name on Westlaw to get the case number. 

Last month, the L. A. County Bar Association came out with a searchable database of this Register.  It's free to sole practitioners who are members of the Association, and to firms and corporate law departments in which all lawyers located in Los Angeles County are members.  See: http://www.lacba.org/showpage.cfm?pageid=1589.  Non-members have to pay to use the database.  Not all of us here are members of the L.A. County Bar, so we can't use this database for free.

Sacramento County Superior Court 

This Court has its Case Index of Civil, Criminal, Family Law, and Probate cases at http://www.saccourt.com/indexes/.  You search this Index by party names. 
This system doesn't give you much information.  Here's a sample of what you get: 

Civil Search Details 

Case Title: ESTATE OF CHARLES SMITH, ET AL VS. MERCY METHODIST HOSPITAL 
Case number: 00AS05590 
Date Filed = 10/11/00
Case Type = Personal Injury-Medical Malpractice 
Parties: 
Name = KAUPIKO, KEALA (Plaintiff)
Name = MERCY METHODIST HOSPITAL (Defendant)
Name = PETERSON, SHARON (Plaintiff)
San Francisco Superior Court 

This Court's website, http://www.sftc.org/, has extensive Civil and Probate case information, including the Register of Actions and imaged copies of recent pleadings for many cases.  However, the imaged documents are tricky to open.  (Well, I had trouble anyway!). 

You need the case number to access this system.  If you don't know the case number, you can run a party's name on Westlaw to find the case number. 
San Joaquin County Superior Court 

The Court in Stockton has Case Index information and the Register of Actions for Civil cases, but not for other kinds of cases, at http://www.stocktoncourt.org/courts/Caseinfo.htm. 

You need the case number to access this system.  If you don't know the case number, you're in trouble because Westlaw doesn't have San Joaquin County case information.  I'll discuss Westlaw later on.
Santa Cruz County Superior Court 

Santa Cruz County Superior Court has a Civil, Family Law, Probate and Small Claims Case Index at http://sccounty01.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/supct/calendar/.  Cases filed after June 1, 1985 are included. 

This site lets you search for a case by party name or case number.  Once you find the case, you get the usual Case Index information, but nothing more. 

Shasta County Superior Court 

The Court in Redding has its Case Index at http://www.shastacourts.com/indexes/index_menu.php.  This Index has only bare bones Criminal and Civil case information (party names, case number, filing date).  I can't figure out whether this Index includes Family Law or Probate cases. 

Solano County Superior Court 

The Court in Fairfield uses the same Banner CourtConnect system that the Fresno and Reno Courts have: http://court-connect.solanocourts.com/bprod_cc/bprod_cc_cart/ck_public_qry_main.cp_main_idx.  It's a combined Case Index and Docket system that has Civil, Family Law, Probate and Small Claims and Criminal cases.  You search by party names or case number. 

Ventura County Superior Court 

The Ventura Court has Case Index and Docket information on two databases at http://courts.countyofventura.org/vent_frameset_puba.htm.  This opens to a "Public Access" page; clicking on the "Case Inquiry" button on that page will take you to the two databases.  One database has Civil, Probate, Family Law and Small Claims.  The other has Criminal and Traffic cases. 
You can search the Civil database with all sorts of information (party name, case number, filing date range, etc.).  This search takes you to a list of cases that correspond to your search information.  You click on the case number that you want and end up at the Register for that case. 

You need more information to access the Criminal database, e.g., the defendant's name and date of birth.  If your criminal was born in California, you can find his date of birth at http://www.vitalsearch-ca.com/gen/ca/_vitals/cabiygen.htm.  (When you open this site, click on the "Begin Search/Reset" button on the bottom right of the screen to bypass the annoying ad for "Net Detective 2000").
HAWAII
The Hawaii Supreme Court and Intermediate Court of Appeal

The Hawaii Judiciary's homepage is http://www.hawaii.gov/jud/index.html.  Click on the "Opinions" button to go to a combined database containing the Supreme Court's and the Intermediate Court of Appeal's (1) published decisions, (2) memorandum opinions, (3) summary disposition orders, and (4) other final orders that dispose of appeals or original proceedings.  These opinions go back to January 1998.

You can browse monthly lists of these opinions and orders.  Or you can do a keyword search of all the opinions and orders using the Excite search engine that's provided on the site.

The Hawaii State Bar Association has posted the published decisions of the Supreme Court and the Intermediate Court of Appeal back to 1989 at http://www.hsba.org/index/court/CASELAW.HTM
The Hawaii Trial Courts
In Hawaii, the Superior Courts are called "Circuit" Courts.  They handle Civil, Criminal and Probate cases.  Each island has its own Circuit Court.

Family Law is handled by a separate Family Court.

Hawaii also has "District" Courts.  Their jurisdiction is similar to California's Municipal Courts.
The Circuit Courts have all their cases in a single, unified information system at http://www.hawaii.gov/jud/hiki.htm.  It's a combined Case Index and Docket that includes Civil, Probate and Criminal cases.  You search for cases by party name, case number, etc.
NEVADA
The Nevada Supreme Court

The Supreme Court's advance opinions are available at http://www.leg.state.nv.us/scd/OpinionListPage.html.  

Nevada has no intermediate Courts of Appeal.

Clark County District Court
The Superior Courts in Nevada are called "District" Courts. 
The District Court in Las Vegas has a combined Case Index and Docket for Civil, Criminal, Probate and Family Law cases at http://courtgate.coca.co.clark.nv.us:8490/.  You search by party names, attorney names, or case numbers.
Washoe County District Court
The District Court in Reno uses the same Banner CourtConnect system that the Fresno and Solano Courts have: http://www.washoecourts.com/courtconnect.htm.  It's a combined Case Index and Docket system that has Civil, Family Law, Probate and Small Claims and Criminal Cases.  You search by party names or Case number.
WESTLAW CASE INDEX INFORMATION

Westlaw is no help with Arizona, Hawaii or Nevada cases because it has less case information for those states than is freely available on the Internet.  But our Westlaw access does give us case information for some California counties that don't yet have their Case Indexes on the Internet. 

Westlaw's CA-LS database has Case Index information for Civil and Criminal cases for 21 of California's 58 counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Fresno, Kern, Los Angeles, Marin, Monterey, Orange, Riverside, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta, Sonoma, Ventura and Yolo.  

Locating this database on Westlaw is a little confusing. You would expect to find it under "Courtlink Dockets", but it's not there.  Instead, it's under Public Information, Records and Filing / Litigation & Court Records / Lawsuit Records by State / California (CA-LS).  You search the database for cases using party names or the case number.  You can search particular counties or search all 21 counties at once.

When you locate a case you're interested in, the database gives you the Court where the case was filed, the case number, the filing date, and the names of the parties.  For some counties, it also gives the case's current status (e.g., "pending", "dismissed without prejudice", "judgment for Plaintiff", etc.).  It's pretty much what you would find in the Court's Case Index (which is, of course, where Westlaw gets the information). 

Obviously, you won't search Westlaw for cases in the 6 counties that already have free Case Indexes on the Internet: Fresno, Sacramento, Santa Cruz, Shasta, Solano and Ventura.  But Westlaw is handy for obtaining Case Index information about cases in the other 15 counties.  

And Westlaw is really useful when you're dealing with a Court that only lets you into its system if you have a case number.  Those courts are Alameda, Los Angeles, San Joaquin and San Francisco.  If you have the name of a party, you can find the case number on Westlaw and then go into the Court's system.  You're out of luck, though, if your case is in Stockton, because San Joaquin County's cases aren't on Westlaw.

If you know about any other State Courts in Arizona, California, Hawaii or Nevada that have free case information on the Internet, I'd appreciate your letting me know.  I hope you find this is useful.  If you have a question or problem with any of this, I'll be happy to help.
TJR
Claims Counsel

January 11, 2002
1

